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Message from President Neil Grenfell  

In this article I would like to raise the issue of Neighbourhood Safer Places known as “NSP‟s”, for our township.  As their 

isn‟t enough room in this newsletter, I can‟t dive into all the background issues, so I will keep it local for you. 

Sites that were nominated by the community and others for our townships, included the Olinda main street, Mt Dandenong 
main street, Olinda Community House, Mt Dandenong Hotel area, Olinda Golf course and (belatedly) the Olinda Oval. The 
CFA Regional Office assessed these against radiant heat criteria (ie. reduced vegetation or cleared vegetation within 
140m), with the Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee to assess this, to feedback to the CEO of the Shire 
of Yarra Ranges, to either have the potential NSP endorsed and incorporated into the relevant plans, or not. Not 

surprisingly none of the nominated areas in our township have past the CFA Office criteria!   

Back in October 2009 the Olinda Brigade responded to a memorandum from the CFA seeking feedback regarding NSP‟s.  
We called a special meeting of all members to fully evaluate and discuss the fire risks, history, examining all the pro‟s and 
con‟s of each nominated place presented.  Our consensus and unified response identified three locations under the banner 
of the “Olinda NSP Precinct” as a primary location.  These incorporated the Olinda Community House, Olinda Oval and 

Olinda Golf Course. A private building was also nominated in Mt Dandenong area as a proposed secondary NSP.  

We believe the majority of our residents will take notice of any warnings, and take the right actions for themselves including 
leaving early, however, historically, some will still consider the Olinda Community House as a place to seek some level of 
shelter, as it has good amenities, with tested and working infrastructure (sprinklers and window shutters) and it is located 
next to the town‟s pool with Motor Vehicle parking, but it fails on the 140 metre radiant heat criteria!  During the brigades 

considerations we discovered the bush on the east side of Chalet Road and the Community House was planted as a 
plantation back in 1972-74 with many of the species not indigenous to our mountain.  Further, the bush south of the 
Community House is all regrowth from the 1962 fires.   

There will be many issues and a challenge to come out of the Black Saturday Royal Commission, with NSP‟s being one of 
many parts to be addressed by all levels of government and local communities alike.  This should and must be a shared 
responsibility!  We have provided our response (slightly edited) for your information, so hopefully you will give it a level of 
discussion and thought. 

Community Events Where The Community Meets The Brigade 

St Matthews Church Fete – Monday 8
th
 March & Anzac Day March Sassafras – Sunday 25

th
 April 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trivia Night and Silent Auction - (all proceeds to the Olinda Rural Fire Brigade) 

When: Saturday 17th July 2010 @7pm. 

Where: Olinda Hall: Corner Of Olinda-Monbulk & The Georgian Roads, Olinda. 

Tickets: $10 per head (BYO food and drinks) 

Please contact Stephanie Newnham on 0430 530 681 or at 

steph_newnham@hotmail.com for tickets, enquiries & donations for the silent 

auction. 

 

If you have a community 
event that you would like 
us to attend please call 

Elissa Jans on 
 0438 001 281 or email to 
elissa@techinfo.com.au 

 

SitRep 
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Duty Officer 0407 455 914 
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Message from Captain Steve Donner  

Since our last „SitRep‟ newsletter, we had our biennial election. Two key changes took place, with the Brigade Management 
Team, and the Officer Group for the most part, remaining unchanged, which highlighted the stability and confidence we 
have with our current Brigade leadership. The changes included the establishment of a new role, a 5

th
 lieutenant position, 

which will take on the Brigade OH&S responsibilities, as our membership has grown around 25% in the last 2 years, and we 
needed to expand our leadership team, and further, our Secretarial position. Katie Walker takes on the 5

th
 lieutenant role 

and Steph Newnham is our new Secretary, and I know they will do a great job. 

Also of interest, is our new structure fire fighting appearance. We recently received our new structural ensemble, known as 
PBI Gold. (see Geoff‟s article/picture in this newsletter). With a State wide CFA rollout, Olinda and our surrounding Brigades 
have been issued with the lasted structural gear available to fire fighters. Although members had a choice of 2 colors, 
Nomex (green) or PBI Gold, our Brigade chose to look uniform, in our PBI Gold uniforms, with this choice being further 
validated by Warnambool University studies (reported to us by the UFS – United Fire Fighters Union) as having exceptional 
flashover characteristics, so I‟m confident we have made the right choice. 

You perhaps will have heard that the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission recently finished its hearings into the causes 
and circumstances of the fires that devastated parts of Victoria in January and February 2009, killing 173 people. There 
have been some „Findings‟ leaks to the news media eg. surrounding the „‟Stay or Go‟‟ messages, however, for the detail 
around this, we need to wait for the official Commission findings before we can comment, and I‟m aware that its final report 
will be delivered by Saturday, 31 July 2010. We hope to surmise this for you in our Spring „SitRep‟ newsletter. 

As we come into the cold and wetter months, there‟s always the expectation of motor vehicle accidents and structure fires, 
so take a look at our newsletters Community Education section, by Elissa Jans, to see how you and your family can help 
yourselves to stay safe this Winter. 

Message from Non Operational Member Yo Heading 

The NOPS have continued their behind the scenes support for the Brigade. Our activities have been varied.  
We accompanied some of our operational members when they took a fire truck to the Family Fun Day at the Rhododendron 
Gardens. Our role was to have free activities for the children and to sell drinks. The children enjoyed badge making, 
colouring in and sitting in the mini CFA helicopter. It was a truly great day for all involved.   Back at the Station we have 
organised for replacement blinds in our meeting room, had a working bee to completely 'Spring clean' the kitchen and 
continued to restock supplies on the tanker and in the kitchen.  New members are always welcome. Come along and be a 
part of your local community, together we make a difference!   We meet the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at the 
Fire Station. Enquiries Yo Heading 9751 1639 

Turnout Statistics Continuing in 2010 are: 

10.  05 Mar Primary Call   Motor Vehicle Accident Wash Away Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd / Harold St 
11.  06 Mar  Support Kalorama Structure Fire Power Box   Blythes Road 
12.  06 Mar  Primary Call   Support SES @ Emerald  Old Gembrook Road, Emerald 
13.  06 Mar  Support Kalorama Structure Fire Power Box Re Ignition  Blythes Road 
14.  08 Mar  Primary Call   Power Lines Down & Sparking   Cnr Woolrich & Chalet Rds 
15.  15 Mar  Primary Call  Possible Fire In Roof   Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 
16.  16 Mar Primary Call  Oil On Road Wash Away  Olinda Monbulk Road 
17.  19 Mar Support Kalorama Tree Fire    Ricketts Court / Ridge Road 
18.  21 Mar Primary Call  Motor Vehicle Fire   Boundary Road 
19.  21 Mar Support Kalorama House Fire    Bonza View 
20.  25 Mar Support Kalorama Grass & Scrub    Olinda Basin Road 
21.  28 Mar Primary Call  Shop Fire     Olinda – Monbulk Road 
22.  28 Mar Support Sassafras House Fire    Saville Street, Ferny Creek 
23.  30 Mar  Primary Call  Motor Vehicle Accident   Mt Dandenong Tourist Road 
24.  03 Apr Primary Call  Tree Smouldering   Dandenong Creek Track 
25.  07 Apr Primary Call  Motor Vehicle Accident   Mt Dandenong Tourist Road 
26.  17 Apr Primary Call  Power Pole Fire    Mt Dandenong Tourist Road 
27.  23 Apr Primary Call  Logs On Fire    Mountain Highway, Sassafras 
28.  25 Apr Primary Call  Vehicle On Fire    Mt Dandenong Tourist Road 
29.  02 May  Primary Call  Power Pole Down   Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 
30.  06 May Primary Call  Structure Fire/Chimney   School Lane, Ferny Creek 

31.  27 May  Primary Call  Motor Vehicle Accident Wash Away Mills Avenue, Sassafras 

Brigade History by Brigade Member John Faull  

Non CFA fire fighting appliances.  I remember the early days where private trailers were towed by private vehicles filled with 
knapsacks, beaters and rake hoes and I might just mention I have fought many bushfires with hessian bags and gum sticks 
with leaves on them simply because we had no reticulated water anywhere. The Olinda brigade also owned a large steel 
long fuel tank filled with water supported off the ground by 44 gallon drums and as you backed the truck up to the tank Con’t 
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the drums would fall over lowering the tank onto the truck.  You would then throw a pump and hoses on to the truck and this 
truck more often turned out to be mine – not tanker 4 but tanker 2.  I sometimes had a flashing red light but no siren.   
The Brigade bought a Herald Sun delivery truck and fitted it with a pump and tank taken from a donated trailer appliance, 
the photo of this is the station now.  This truck happened to be the same as mine, and I can remember taking wheel points 
and plugs off my truck to keep the brigade truck on the fire front.  I can well remember the brigade turning out to with all 15 

or so members all on the back of one fire truck. No helmets or outfits just a hanky around our noses.  “Until next time.“ 

Message from Community Education Coordinator Elissa Jans 
The Shire of Yarra Ranges bans burning off during the months of June and July in our area, so please comply with this as 
we do not want any unnecessary call outs. 
Winter home safety is paramount to being prepared, having a plan and practicing it. There are a few simple steps your 
family can take to ensure you have a well prepared plan:- 
V Draw your home floor plan and mark all the exits - Every household should have a home fire escape plan. 
V Identify two ways out of every room 
V Decide on an outside meeting place, such as the letterbox 
V Practice your home fire escape plan regularly with the whole family 
V Keep this plan hand to remind everyone of the safe exits in case of a fire.  Stick it on your fridge. 
V Dial 000 for fire, police or ambulance 

Home Fire Safety Tips:- 

¶ Have a fire extinguisher and fire blanket and learn how to use them 

¶ Have a fire escape plan and practice it 

¶ Clean and check your alarms regularly and make sure they are working 

¶ Never leave cooking, heaters, open fires or candles unattended 

¶ Do not dry clothing to close to heaters 

¶ Clean lint filters on clothes dryers reguarlary and always let dryers complete the cool down cycle 

¶ Don‟t overload power boards 

¶ Keep electrical appliances in good working order 

¶ Ensure cigarette ash and butts are extinguished and NEVER smoke in bed 

¶ Store all matches and lighters out of reach of children 

¶ Every home must have at least one working smoke alarm installed on each level of the house.  

¶ Do not deadlock yourself inside your house. 

Also, drive your car to the conditions, as the roads up here are dark, wet and slippery.  

Junior Brigade  

We are now looking for Junior Members. This is a fantastic way for kids to become part of their community and gain 
valuable skills. Junior members are aged between 11 and 16.  So if you are looking to join please call us on 9751 1273 and 
leave your details. Junior training is on Wednesday evenings from 6.30pm. 

We will be holding a “Juniors Information Session” at our station on Wednesday 14
th

 July @ 6.30pm. We would like 
to invite all interested juniors and their parents to attend.  RSVP to Elissa Jans 0438 001 281. 

 

 
   

Did You Know - By Brigade Member Geoff Champion 
The CFA has come a very long way in its provision of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) or Turnout Gear as we would 
call it.  In the 1970‟s when I joined the Menzies Creek Rural Fire Brigade the Brigade was lucky to get three or four pairs of 
overalls, in a good year. We had a motley collection consisting of a few yellow overalls, blue overalls obtained from a 
benevolent government department, cast off turnout coats from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) and helmets bought by 
the Brigade. We were able to con the MFB tailor into re-furbing the coats and we added silver CFA buttons and shoulder 
flashes at Brigade expense. We supplied our own boots. Gloves? We didn‟t bother.  There was a class divide between the 
Rural Brigades and the Urban Brigades with each Urban member being issued with a dress uniform costing in the 1980s  
around $600. They wore them at their parades and their annual dinners etc. but not at turnouts. This situation has now 
largely disappeared.  Over the years our situation has improved gradually, firstly with more and better gear; then with con’t 
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the issue of gear to every recruit and today we actually have two sets of gear, one for wildfire and one for structure fires.   
The “Structure Fire Ensemble” has recently been issued to Olinda members who are qualified as structural fire fighters.   
Each set costs the Government nearly $2000 and they are the same as those issued to paid fire fighters.  The picture above 
on the far right, shows Mitchell on the right wearing my old ex MFB coat with silver buttons and my then Captains helmet, 
Hannah on the left is wearing my now superseded coat and my current structural helmet and I am wearing the new 

structural gear and my wildfire helmet (actually a no no on a turnout but you can‟t argue with grand kids.) 

About Us 
We train every Wednesday nights from 7.30pm to 10.00pm and on Sunday mornings from 10am until 12pm. 

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade is made up of 37 operational members (OPS) and 19 non operational members (NOPS). 

The Brigade has been in service since 1927. 

Volunteering 
By making a contribution to your community you will make new friends, learn new skills and be part of Victoria's largest 
volunteer team.  Are you available during the day, and are you interested and prepared to do some minimum skills training 
in CFA Operations, then we NEED YOU to become one of our operational members, particularly for response during 
weekdays when most of us are working off the hill. Become part of your community and volunteer for operational or non 
operations roles. Call us on 9751 1273. We have just had three new recruits finish their training in May and one of them  
said.. 

“I am one of the 3 recruits at Olinda that has just completed the Basic Training Course with the CFA. This was invaluable as 
an initial 'starting-block' as it covered a wide variety of relevant subjects. Training is ongoing and we will participate in 
further courses in specialist areas.  Throughout our training the Olinda brigade have been very supportive in all we've done 
and they now become our base for further development” Janet, Olinda. 

 

Important Websites - For regular updates visit us on the web www.olindacfa.info 

CFA      CFA Incidents 
www.cfa.vic.gov.au    www.cfa.vic.gov.au/incidents/incident_summary 

 

Shire of Yarra Ranges    Fire Ready Victoria 
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au   www.fireready.vic.gov.au 

 

Bureau of Meteorology   Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) 
www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic  www.dse.vic.gov.au 

 

Important Contact Numbers - All Fire Calls 000   
 

Police / Fire / Ambulance/ Vic SES 000 
 
¶ Olinda Rural Fire Brigade  9751 1273 

¶ Olinda RFB Duty Officer 24/7 0407 455 914 

¶ CFA Region 13     8739 1300 

¶ Victorian Bushfire Information Line1800 240 667 

¶ Shire Of Yarra Ranges   1300 368 333 

¶ Electricity Faults   13 1799 

¶ Gas Faults   13 2771 

¶ Water Faults   13 WATER 
 

Important Radio Stations 
ABC 774 AM 3MDR 97.1FM   3YVR 99.1FM    

 
If you would like this newsletter sent via email as well  
as other information please email the brigade at  

info@olindacfa.info  

 

Please Support Us 
We need the support of our local community. We have enclosed our annual donation letter, please take the time to read this 

and if you would like to make a donation to the best brigade on the mountain, it would be greatly appreciated.  

We are proudly 

supported by 

Leafbusters. 

The Gutter Protector!!  

Call For A Free Quote on 

1300 GUTTER (48 88 37) 

Fire Resistant Face 

Masks $15 For CFA & 

Local Residents (RR$29) 

www.leafbusters.com.au 

 

 

Our newsletter is generously printed by Ferntree Print. 

 

9753 6505         www.ferntreeprint.com.au 

http://www.olindacfa.info/
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic
mailto:info@olindacfa.info?subject=www.olindacfa.info%20Re

