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Message from President Neil Grenfell  

Since the our last newsletter to you the Olinda brigade has continued to engage with our local and wider ranges 
community at the many fire ready meetings, the Mt Dandenong Festival, our own open day in January and most recently 
at the family weekend at the Olinda pool.   
 
This newsletter allows me to publicly thank our members that took on the additional load over their ongoing training, to see 
these important and essential “one to ones” with our community continues.  Some of my discussions and feedback with 
visitors and locals at these recent events concerned me because it showed some people are getting misinformation or 
hearing “Chinese whispers” and taking them for fact.  It raised questions for me on how we support these residents who 
were clearly feeling a little fearful and vulnerable.  I think a possible answer lies between brigades providing relevant local 
information and the local residents knowing their brigade can be contacted throughout any emergency situation for trusted 
updates.    
 
This brigade prides itself on our relationship with our township and community and will always be looking for ways we can 
improve that relationship.  To demonstrate that experience, dedication and time put in by our and your volunteers, seven 
of our members were recently presented with service awards by the CFA for a total of 110 years.  The best news is there 
are more to be recognised in the very near future! 
 

Message from Non Operational President Suzanne Millar  

Our Non-Operational Group have had a very busy Summer. We have been collecting donations at the Cuckoo Restaurant 
in November and December, we held a sausage sizzle at the opening of the new Bendigo Bank at Mt Dandenong and we 
held a further sausage sizzle and jumble sale at our Open day in January. All of these activities have raised much needed 
funds and will go a long way to purchasing new equipment for our brigade.  
We would welcome all new members, we meet the 1st Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.  
Call Suzanne on 9751 2994. 

 

Community Events - Where The Brigade Meets The Community 
Brigade Open Day – Sunday 14

th
 January 

 

               
 

Olinda Pool – Sunday 30
th
 January 
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Message from Captain Steve Donner  

I’m beginning to feel very comfortable in saying that this fire season is nearly past us, and thank goodness, because we 
really needed a rest after last year. FYI, as at the 24 Feb, Dunn’s Hill (Ferny Creek) has measured the vegetation at 35% 
curing, which means, the vegetation is holding moisture, and is not conducive to an uncontrollable fire. Despite this lull in 
the season, our Brigade continues with its risk based training program, with some very informative and educational 
activities undertaken of recent weeks. This has included wet and dry fire drills, and even a session discussing the use of 
our sirens for community alerting. 
 

We have attended 9 calls for the year, 3 being of significance, with a Grass and Scrub fire in the Olinda State Forest 

having the most potential to take off locally. With the quick attendance and action of our Brigade, the supporting Brigades, 

and the DSE, the fire was quickly contained. A very well managed firefight, and a good save by one and all.  

We were part of a Strike Team that went to the Emerald Grass & Scrub fire, although once we had arrived, the fire was 

pretty much under control, so we weren’t really needed; and lastly, the other significant fire of note was our support call to 

the Sassafras house fire. Although it was a support call, Olinda arrived on scene first, followed soon after by Sassafras 

and others. With our effective early response, we were able to contain the fire to 2 rooms. Another great save. 
 

On the 17 January, the Brigade held their Open Day. It was such a success, that we are considering holding an Open Day 

annually. Thanks goes out to the local businesses and individuals who made very generous donations, and those Brigade 

members who put in a enormous amount of time and effort to make it such a success. With the feedback we received, the 

next Open Day will even better, and we hope to see you there supporting us again. 
 

Incidents  
Stats for 2010 include the following: 
1. 4 Jan Primary Call      Motor Vehicle Accident   Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 
2. 4 Jan Support Sassafras    Smoke sighting      One Tree Hill 
3. 11 Jan Support Sassafras    Grass & Scrub Fire     One Tree Hill 
4. 30 Jan Support Sassafras    Motor Vehicle Accident   Main St Sassafras 
5. 31 Jan Strike Team      Support Emerald Grass & Scrub Fire   Stewarts Rd  
6. 4 Feb Support Sassafras    House Fire      75 The Crescent Sassafras 
7. 9 Feb Primary Call to DSE Area Grass & Scrub fire     RJ Hamer Reserve / Arboretum 
8. 22 Feb Primary Call     Motor Vehicle Accident Wash away (oil) Olinda Monbulk Rd  
9. 24 Feb Primary Call     High Pressure line gas leak   26 Olinda Monbulk Rd 

 

Did You Know?  By Phil Heading – Brigade Delegate - Shire Yarra Ranges Fire Prevention Committee  

Dotted throughout our area are fire hydrants. Is there one near you?  Can you find it - in a hurry?  Can we get to it in a 
hurry? They are often found on the nature strip and before we get into arguments with the Shire Council over who is 
supposed to maintain nature strips just think of water supply to fight a house fire - YOUR house fire!  Please, please keep 
trees, shrubs, grass well clear of YOUR fire hydrant.  

To find a fire hydrant, look for the white triangle painted on the road, or look for a post with a blue reflector, which can 
sometimes be also found on the road. 

There are seven types of fire hydrants in our area described as follows: 
1. Red top "L" type fire hydrant - Clear all around and it will work. 
2. Paintless "L" type fire hydrant - Found in conjunction with a private water line off the water main. It should work. 
3. Black top "L" type fire hydrant - It's top is painted black because the water authority regards it having as below par 

performance but it should still work. 
4. Ground ball type fire hydrant, with a large black plastic cover - Please do not allow it to fill up with dirt or gravel or be 

covered over. 
5. Ground ball type fire hydrant, rectangular metal lid - This is the older style and rather prone to being buried.  
      Please do not allow it to fill up with dirt or gravel.  
6.   Phantom fire hydrant - There are markings BUT it has just plain disappeared - GONE!  
7. We can see it just BUT we cannot get to it because of all the growth around it! 
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Message from Community Education Coordinator Elissa Jans 
The last local Fire Ready Victoria meeting was held at the Olinda Fire Station on the 14

th
 January. 

We were able to localise this community meeting which meant that our Captain, Steve Donner spoke on local issues that 
affect our immediate area. He talked about types of vegetation and fire fuel loads around the Olinda township. 
 

Early February we saw a media release from CFA Headquarters telling us that after a recent survey that “almost one in 
three people surveyed (31.3 %) still plan to stay at home on code red/catastrophic days” 
 

There are several “KEY” safety messages that CFA would like all residents in our community to be aware of for the rest of 
this fire season. 

¶ Life is your first priority 

¶ All of Victoria is at risk of bushfire, including communities near bush, grassland and the coast particularly those in 
high risk bushfire zones.  Suburban homes can also be destroyed by bushfires 

¶ Bushfires kill. Individuals must make their own choices and take responsibility for their decisions and actions 
before and during the fire season 

¶ A written bushfire survival plan is ESSENTIAL and should be PRACTICED regularly 

¶ Fires can threaten lives and property within minutes of starting; you may NOT receive an official warning 

¶ Hot, dry and windy weather increases bushfire risk.  Be aware of daily conditions, understand the Fire Danger 
Ratings and activate your bushfire survival plan accordingly 

¶ The only sure way to survive a bushfire is to be well away from the threat 

¶ On a code red (catastrophic) Fire Danger day, the safest option is to leave early in the morning or the night before 

¶ The best prepared homes may not be defendable on a Code Red day 

¶ On an Extreme Fire Danger day, the safest option is to leave early in the day if you live in a bushfire prone area 
and your bushfire survival plan is to leave. Only stay if your home is well prepared, well constructed and you can 
actively defend it 

¶ On a Severe Fire Danger day, the safest option is to leave early in the day if you live in a bushfire prone area.  
Only stay if your home is well prepared you can actively defend it 

¶ Children, the elderly and the vulnerable should leave at the beginning of the day on a Severe or Extreme Fire 
Danger day and early in the morning or the night before when conditions are predicted to be Code Red 
(catastrophic) 

¶ Leaving as a fire approaches is EXTREMELY dangerous and could be fatal 

¶ Staying to defend a house involves risk of death, injury and emotional trauma 

¶ Only those who have a bushfire survival plan and are physically capable and mentally prepared should consider 
staying to defend their home 

¶ Bushfires are frightening. There will be incredible noise, smoke, embers, flame and poor visibility 

¶ You should NOT rely on a fire truck to protect your home 
Other important factors are:- 

¶ Fire Danger Ratings – learn them and make your plans for each rating 

¶ Total Fire Bans – Olinda is located within the “Central” district and a TFB declaration means NO fires can be lit 
for the declared district for that day – irrespective of the fire restrictions for a municipality 

¶ Fire Danger Period & Fire Restrictions – the current fire danger period for the Shire Of Yarra Ranges is from 
Monday 14

th
 December until advised. This means NO burning off during this declared period 

¶ Defendable Space – is the area around your house where vegetation has been modified and managed to reduce 
a bushfire’s intensity. It includes an inner and outer zone. CFA recommends at least a 10m inner zone 
immediately surrounding the building where vegetation is required to be maintained to a minimum set of 
requirements 

¶ Household Bushfire Self-Assessment Tool – this can assist residents to determine whether they have enough 
defendable space around their home 

¶ 10/30 Right – allows residents in the Shire of Yarra Ranges on their property to clear and manage native 
vegetation from 10 to 30 metres around their home 

 

About Us 
We train every Wednesday nights from 7.30pm to 10.00pm and on Sunday mornings from 10am until 12pm 
Olinda Rural Fire Brigade is made up of 34 operational members (OPS) and 22 non operational members (NOPS). 
The Brigade has been in service serving our community since 1927. 
 

Brigade History by Brigade Member John Faull  
A long time ago the initial system for alerting firefighters to a fire was a bell on top of a tower.  The bell was rung,  
members were alerted to a fire and would come up to the station. The bell tower was on the site of the now new police 
station.  We had many a problem with false alarms due to naughty boys climbing up the tower and ringing the bell on their 
way home from boys club or school for their own amusement.  
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Volunteering 

By making a contribution to your community you will make new friends, learn valuable new skills and be part of Victoria's 
largest volunteer team.  Are you available during the day? Are you interested and prepared to do some minimum skills 
training in CFA Operations? Yes! Then we NEED YOU to become one of our operational members, particularly for 
response during weekdays when most of us are working off the hill. Become part of your community and volunteer for 
operational or non operations roles. Call us on 9751 1273. 

Junior Brigade  

We are now ready to start our Junior Fire Brigade. This is a fantastic way for kids to become part of their community and 
gain valuable skills. Junior members are aged between 11 and 16.  So if you children would like to join please call us on 
9751 1273 and leave your details. We will start training around the end of March 2010. 

  

   

Important Websites - For regular updates visit us on the web www.olindacfa.info 

CFA      CFA Incidents 
www.cfa.vic.gov.au    www.cfa.vic.gov.au/incidents/incident_summary 

 

Shire of Yarra Ranges    Fire Ready Victoria 

www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au   www.fireready.vic.gov.au 
 

Bureau of Meteorology   Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) 
www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic  www.dse.vic.gov.au 

 

Important Contact Numbers - All Fire Calls 000   
 

Police / Fire / Ambulance/ Vic SES 000 
 
¶ Olinda Rural Fire Brigade  9751 1273 

¶ CFA Region 13     8739 1300 

¶ Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667 

¶ Shire Of Yarra Ranges    1300 368 333 

¶ Electricity Faults   13 1799 

¶ Gas Faults    13 2771 

¶ Water Faults    13 WATER 
 

Important Radio Stations      CFA Does Not Endorse Any Products. 
ABC 774 AM 3MDR 97.1FM   3YVR 99.1FM    

Supporting Us 

We need and would very much appreciate the support of our  

local community.  You can help us by making a donation to the  

brigade. Cheques can be made payable to:  

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade                

PO Box 111 

Olinda Victoria 3788 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible and please supply your name and address for a receipt.   

If you would like this newsletter sent via email as well as other information please email the brigade at info@olindacfa.info  
 

We are proudly 

supported by 

Leafbusters. 

The Gutter Protector!!  

Call For A Free Quote on 

1300 GUTTER (48 88 37) 

Fire Resistant Face 

Masks $15 For CFA & 

Local Residents (RR$29) 

www.leafbusters.com.au 

 

 

Our newsletter is generously printed by Ferntree Print. 

 

9753 6505        www.ferntreeprint.com.au 
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