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Message from President Neil Grenfell  
A number of our brigade team are being kept very active by attending numerous community and CFA meetings since our 
last newsletter.  Most notably was another visit to Olinda by the Victorian Premier John Brumby along with James Merlino 
(Member for Monbulk) and Russell Rees (CFA Chief Officer) on their way the Monbulk CFA to launch their refitted rescue 
vehicle.  It was less than two months ago when Premier Brumby announced Fire Preparedness Week and this visit was to 
reinforce his message to all householders the importance of making the time to clean up around your home and block.  
During the visit a great example of householders and the shire working together was demonstrated where a number of 
residents in Dickens Road were stacking bark and branches by their roadside with the shire arranging the removal.   
Our Captain and members find themselves invited to street meetings through local fireguard groups, larger community 
interest groups and uniquely with owners and operators of businesses in Olinda, Mt Dandenong, Kalorama and 
surrounding townships which met at the Olinda fire station recently.  There is no doubt the possibility of another Black 
Saturday is at the back of many minds.  This time there can be no one in Victoria who hasn‟t heard the warnings coming 
into our next fire season.  But what I‟m hearing and seeing within the Olinda and other Dandenong Ranges communities 
gives me great encouragement for this coming and hopefully future summer seasons.  Jointly as volunteers and with our 
communities, we are now “talking the talk” and all our challenge is to make certain we “walk the walk” together. 

Message from Captain Steve Donner  

Is it the fire season already?? …… Crikey!, what a year has passed with the Black Saturday Fire Campaign and its 
aftermath, the many Royal Commission‟s findings and its implementation, I just don‟t know how we mere volunteers of the 
Olinda Fire Brigade have kept up with the saturation of information and associated activities, and particularly, how you, our 
Community, are able to embrace it all in readiness of this fire season?  
One thing is for sure, we all know how difficult it is to keep up with the pace of information flow, but with hard work and 
dedication of our Brigade, in partnership with you, our Community, we are 100% confident and 100% committed, to the 
ongoing provision of an A1 service, which we will do through professional fire training and emergency response activities, 
and the ongoing delivery to you, of up-to-date awareness and education messages and programs. It won‟t be easy, but 
we‟re up for it, are you?  

So where to from here? PREPARE, ACT and SURVIVE, it all sounds very daunting really, and perhaps in some 
instances, too difficult to comprehend, and you may be asking yourself, “where do you start the journey”, and if you 
already have started, “what more can you do to increase survivability of myself, my family, my pets, my property, and my 
neighbours?” There is no silver bullet, and definitely no one answer of how to do this, however, there are many risk 
mitigation strategies and solutions that can assist you to help make informed decisions about your own situation during a 
bushfire, and in doing this, we recommend and encourage you to do the following, no matter what stage of the bushfire 
awareness/education you are at: 

Join Community Fireguard  Join a Community Fireguard group and learn about planning and preparation for bushfire  

Attend a Fire Ready Victoria Public Meeting  we have them in our immediate area so turn up and learn 

Understand your Environment  Identify your surroundings and determine the level of risk it poses to your home and 

family.  

Complete the CFA Household Bushfire Site-Assessment Workbook   Determine if your home has adequate 

defendable space and help you decide whether staying to defend is a viable option 

Prepare your Property  Make your home fire ready even if your plan is to leave before a bushfire threatens  

Leave Early Plan and prepare to leave before bushfire threatens, as this is always the safest option  

Defend your Property  Learn what it takes to actively defend your property and understand the risks associated with 

staying  

Fire Danger Ratings  Understand how the Fire Danger Rating Scale will alert you to danger so you can take action  

Radiant Heat Understand the dangers of radiant heat and how you can protect yourself from bushfire.  

Fire Restrictions Start At 1.00am On Monday 14th Dec 2009.  

No burning off during fire restrictions. 
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Message from Non Operational Member Yo Heading 
The Non Operational members of the Brigade were thrilled with the opportunity to be part of the „Inspiring in Spring 
Festival‟. Along with two neighbouring Brigades we collected entrance money at the gates of beautiful local gardens. It 
was a privilege to be involved and we raised nearly $1800 for the Olinda CFA.   We would welcome anyone with some 
spare time to join us in supporting our Brigade. We meet the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 at the Fire Station. 
Enquiries Yo Heading  9751 1639. 

Message from Community Education Coordinator Elissa Jans 
With the recent launch of bushfire awareness week, the CFA has now produced a number of new publications. 
This pack is called the “Prepare, Act, Survive – Fire Ready Kit”. Please ensure that all members of your family read this. 

These publications were posted by the CFA, to every address in the Dandenong Ranges during the month of November. 
Combined with the CFA Fire Ready Victoria public meetings, this information will be a fantastic tool for helping your family 
to update your bushfire plan. 

We have had good attendance from our Community to the Fire Ready Victoria meetings held at the Olinda Primary School 
and the Olinda Community House during October and November.  The Fire Ready Victoria street meetings held in 
December have also attracted great numbers and members of our Brigade have attended every one of these in our area 
to offer local knowledge and answer questions from our community. 

The CFA Fire Ready Victoria meetings are extremely important, and they will help you to plan for this and future fire 
seasons, so you should try to attend with your whole family, as every member of your family will be affected by a bushfire, 
and you need to prepare your plans now and ensure that you start to practice them.  

If you plan to stay and defend your property CFA advises you have at least 10,000 litres of independent water and fire 
equipment, at least 10 metres of vegetation clearance around your house and at least 2 able bodied adults who will 
defend. If you don‟t have all three of those important requirements along with other fire fighting pumps, hoses, personal 
protection kits then your first option should always be to leave early. Remember that it is important that your family have a 
key plan and contingency plans, as there are a number of reasons why your first plan may not work. Take personal 
responsibility for yourself and your family and ensure that you all attend a public meeting at least once over this fire 
season.  We have placed boards up in our Brigade area highlighting all the meetings over the fire season. Lets hope to 
see all of you at the next meeting in January. 

We would like to thank Bell Real Estate for their very generous donation of the information boards and it is great to 

see local business supporting these very important Fire Ready Victoria community meetings. 

Please note that the next community meeting will be held at Olinda Fire Station – 

547 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Olinda On Thursday 14th January @7.30pm 

 
BUSHFIRES affect every family – make your plans NOW! 

We hope to see you all there and please encourage your friends and neighbours to come along as well.  
The more people who attend the more our community is educated. 

 
One of the most important things that you and your family can do is to join your local Community Fireguard Group. 

CFA's Community Fireguard (CFG) is a fire safety education program that is free of charge. It teaches residents to plan for 

bushfire and manage their own risk.  

Community Fireguard helps community groups develop bushfire survival plans that suit their lifestyle, family, environment, 
values and sense of wellbeing. This means your Bushfire Survival Plan will be based on who you are, where you live and 
what is most important to you. 

CFA facilitators support and deliver the Community Fireguard program in high-risk areas across Victoria. Facilitators help 
establish groups and provide support, information and reading material.  

Community Fireguard encourages residents to work together to improve bushfire safety. You are most likely to share the 
same bushfire risk as people who live close to you. For this reason, Community Fireguard groups are usually made up of 
neighbours such as people living in the same street.  CFG is an initiative co-ordinated by the CFA locally managed out of 
Lilydale regional office. 

The contact is Helen Worsitzky and her contact number is 98739 1315 or visit ttp://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/residents/programs 
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Brigade History by Brigade Member John Faull  
In the past 50 years what a long way we have come at the Olinda Rural Fire Brigade. 

From having our old truck parked in a shed behind the shops with chooks and pigeons to keep it company, then moving to 
an old tin shed to now having our wonderful station which could be one of the best in Victoria. 

CFA membership has also seen many changes from farmers, nursery men and shop keepers to people from all walks of 
life with all sorts of varied backgrounds and professional skills.  Back then we would fight a fire with hessian beaters and 
knapsacks and if we weren't happy with the area that burnt we would light up another patch to create a safer area. 

Many times we would be fighting a fire and then one of the farmers would realise he had left his own fire burning and race 
home to attend to it and then we would all find ourselves at his place helping to put out his fire.  One of my first 
experiences was seeing the local forest officer riding around on his pony. On the odd occasion and with the weather 
permitting, he would just throw a match into the bush and let it burn. That was how we did fuel reduction burns then and 
for better or worse this always seemed to work. 

Things are very different now but we still face some of the same challenges with the current fire season upon us. 

About Us 

We train every Wednesday nights from 7.30pm to 10.00pm and on Sunday mornings from 10am until 12pm 

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade is made up of 29 operational members (OPS) and 20 non operational members (NOPS). 

The Brigade has been in service since 1927. 

Volunteering 

By making a contribution to your community you will make new friends, learn new skills and be part of Victoria's largest 
volunteer team.  Are you available during the day, and are you interested and prepared to do some minimum skills training 
in CFA Operations, then we NEED YOU to become one of our operational members, particularly for response during 
weekdays when most of us are working off the hill. Become part of your community and volunteer for operational or non 
operations roles. Call us on 9751 1273. 

Junior Brigade 

Have you heard that we are looking at a Junior Fire Brigade for Olinda? We couldn‟t let our neighbouring Brigades have 
all the fun, so we thought 2009/10 would be a good time to kick off something new, and we are gearing up, with two of our 
senior members already trained as Junior Leaders.  This is a fantastic way for kids to become part of their community and 
gain valuable skills. 

We will be soon looking for junior members aged between 11 and 16.  So if you are looking to join please call us on  
9751 1273. 

Incidents 

Our Brigade has attended 78 incidents so far this year.  

Did You Know? 

Did you know, that many residents have their house and contents under insured.  Now is the time to ensure that your 
insurance is up to date and paid in full.  Take the time to walk around your property and see just what items you need to 
make sure are covered in your insurance policy. Call your insurance company today and talk with them about your cover 
in regards to bushfires. Make sure you have adequate cover to rebuild your home and replace all your contents. 

Brigade Open Day 
 

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade will have our open day on Sunday 17th January 2010 from 10am to 4pm.  This day will give you 
the chance to meet your local brigade members and see what we do for you.  We will have a car boot sale, kids activities, 
fire trucks on displays, fire safety stalls as well as other information.  Please come and support us. Have a look around the 
station and gather some very valuable bushfire safety information. If you are interested in joining our brigade talk to us 
about how you can help. We need operational and non operational members and everyone is free to join.  We will also 
have a hamper to raffle. This hamper contains an assortment of items from local traders in Olinda and Mount Dandenong. 
Tickets will be $2 and 3 for $5, and all proceeds will go to our Brigade. Tickets will be sold at our Open Day.  

Look out for our banners proudly supported by Stockdale & Leggo Real Estate. 

If you would like to be part of our car boot sale then please contact us at 9751 1273 and leave your details. 
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Can I Can’t I? 
For information on commonly asked questions about fire restrictions on days of Total Fire Ban, please refer to the CFA 

“Can I Or Can‟t I?“ information found at http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/restrictions/can.htm 

Please Support Us 

We need the support of our local community. You can help us by making a donations to the brigade.  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible – please supply name and address for receipts.   

Important Websites 

For regular updates visit us on the web www.olindacfa.info 

CFA      CFA Incidents 
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/index.htm  http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/incidents/incident_summary.htm 

 

Shire of Yarra Ranges    Fire Ready Victoria 

http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/  http://www.fireready.vic.gov.au/ 
 

Bureau of Meteorology   Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) 
http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic/  http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/index.htm 

 

Important Contact Numbers - All Fire Calls 000   
 

Police / Fire / Ambulance/ Vic SES 000 
 
¶ Olinda Rural Fire Brigade  9751 1273 

¶ CFA Region 13     8739 1300 

¶ Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667 

¶ Shire Of Yarra Ranges    1300 368 333 

¶ Electricity Faults   13 1799 

¶ Gas Faults    13 2771 

¶ Water Faults    13 WATER 
 

Important Radio Stations 
ABC 774 AM  3MDR 97.1FM   3YVR 99.1FM   

 
If you would like this newsletter sent via email as well as other information please email the brigade at info@olindacfa.info  

We are proudly supported by Leafbusters. 

The Gutter Protector!!  Call For A Free Quote 

on 1300 GUTTER (48 88 37) 

Fire Resistant Face Masks $15 For CFA & Local 

Residents (RR$29) www.leafbusters.com.au 

 

 

Cheques made payable to:  

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade  

Po Box 111  

Olinda Victoria  3788 

 

Direct Debit to:- 

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade  

Bendigo Bank  

BSB # 633 000  

Account # 125898890 

 

 

Cash or cheque in 

person at the station  

or we have Visa Or 

MasterCard Facilities 

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/restrictions/can.htm
http://www.olindacfa.info/
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/index.htm
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic/
mailto:info@olindacfa.info?subject=www.olindacfa.info%20Re

