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Message From The President Neil Grenfell

Writing for this edition of our newsletter | could cover a number of very important topics not just for our community but for the whole of
our state. The upcoming fire season, the royal commission’s interim findings, but they are already being covered (more than enough)
by mainstream media. So let me write about some very local issues. Firstly, the brigade has recently delivered via a federal
government grant a 98,000 litre water tank that harvests rain water from our station’s roof. The tank was jointly launched by Federal
Senator Jacinta Collins and Jason Wood (Federal Member for La Trobe). This tank when full can fill over 30 CFA tankers. It also
allows us to be water independent for our vital training. On the 20" of August Victorian Premier John Brumby along with James Merlino
MP (Member of Monbulk) visited the Olinda Township to announce and launch “Fire Preparedness Week. The week will be held in
October and is designed to provide an additional state wide message on the importance of getting individuals and householders to
clean up their properties before the next fire season. Locally, with us experiencing high winds recently and the mess that creates for us
all we should be starting now to begin our own clean. Finally, | can state without hesitation the Olinda and surrounding brigades are as
well prepared, well equipped and focused as we have ever been. As always, over the coming months you are most welcome to call in
and have a chat with the members.

Message From The Captain Steve Donner

Can another disaster such as Black Saturday happen in our area?, don't think it can’t, and don't be complacent, as with similar
meteorological conditions, (high winds, temperatures & low rainfall) combined with, high levels of vegetation, and the typical summer
dryness, we can be assured, we're up against the elements. A fire with radiant heat intensity of Black Saturday, cannot be stopped by a
little red engine, or 50, so therefore, we have to prepare ourselves in other ways. Having said that, a majority of bushfires we respond,
can be pulled up and extinguished if the conditions are right, but if we plan for the worst case, we will place ourselves in a better
position to deal with the potentials of a bad one.

The immediate response of the Olinda Fire Brigade to the Black Saturday fires included support into Gippsland, where a serious fire
fight by our Ranges Group strike team, prevented the fire crossing the Highway at Labertouche. Then we spent the following 2 weeks,
at Kinglake and around the Black Spur. We turned over 24 hour, day and night shifts, and we even helped out some of our neighbours
with crew. How we mere volunteers, maintained our employment, supported our families and kept our sanity during this time, was just
an amazing effort, and I'm so proud to have served with everyone of them, throughout the enduring campaign. Following this, my
confidence in our member's abilities, non-operational and operational, should also provide our Community, with some peace of mind
should we experience the same.

As a result of this event, you will have heard, and continue to hear all the news regarding the Royal Commission. One of the key
outcomes for the Brigade was the development of a new style of Township Protection Planning. We were required to review the high
risk areas, water points, access& egress, essential services and community infrastructure for the planning process. It is intended that
this information will be used for our emergency planning and response activities, although we always remain hopeful that we never have
to execute the Township Protection Plan, in anger.
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Let it be known, Olinda Fire Brigades priorities, have not changed following Black Saturday, as our fire fighting operations and training
will always focus on the protection around life and property, but take note, even with superior training and a heap of enthusiasm, that we
will not be placing ourselves at risk doing what we do, in areas, or in activities that are not considered safe. An example of this will be
the protection of properties that are heavily vegetated and/or inaccessible, so if you have one of these properties, our advice to you is,
start cleaning up NOW, do not wait for the fire season, and even make it an all year round activity.

Even with all the commotion this year, we somehow still managed to find volunteer time to complete so many wonderful achievements,
which was highlighted by the completion of the single biggest infrastructure works project the Brigade has seen since the Station was
built, our new Water Tank. With superior project management by our project team, the funding also allowed for additional improvements
to the aesthetics of the Station, and allowed for the creation of the Olinda Fire Brigade and Community Notice Board. Feel free to take a
look to see what we have already posted for you to read. It is a credit to our contributing Members who made it such a success!!

Other significant achievements have included:

The introduction of technology into the Station, with the installation of an electronic whiteboard, and an extended capability to store
training materials, presentations, and other soft copy documentation;

The ongoing development of Olinda Tanker 3, although we still have a way to go financially;
The investigation of our fire station being run off solar electricity, with potential to feed back into the grid; and

A fire garden at the station, that could assist our Community in choosing fire resistant plants suitable to our local environment.

So, as the fire season approaches once again, and our local area begins to dry out, you will see the CFA will be launching bushfire
preparedness messages out into our Communities. Activities such as Fire Ready Victoria street meetings, attendance at Community
Fireguard meetings, and the distribution of important survival literature, will all be key actions that | strongly recommend you be part of if
you are not completely informed of what you can do to protect yourselves, your neighbours or the broader community.

About Us

We train every Wednesday nights from 7.30pm to 10.00pm and often on Sunday mornings.
Olinda Rural Fire Brigade is made up of 29 operational members (OPS) and 20 non operational members (NOPS).
The brigade has been in service since 1927.

Are you available during the day, and are you interested and prepared to do some minimum skills training in CFA Operations, then we
NEED YOU to become one of our operational members, particularly for response during weekdays when most of us are working off the
hill.

Have you heard that we are looking at a Junior Fire Brigade for Olinda? We couldn’t let our neighbouring Brigades have all the fun, so
we thought 2009/10 would be a good time to kick off something new, and we are gearing up, with two of our senior members already
trained as Junior Leaders. We will be soon looking for junior members aged between 11 and 16.

Did You Know?

Did you know, that one of the single most difficult tasks encountered when responding to an emergency, is locating the address of the
property. If we are called to your property in an emergency, can we easily see the street number from the road? Most emergencies are
time critical, when time is of the essence, be sure that we can find your property, and display your street numbers, as we can't identify it
from PO Box numbers, and we can't see the street numbers when they are hidden by vegetation. Help us help you, if you need us.

Message From Non Operational Member Yo Heading

We are better known as "The NOPS", locals who want to support the Operational members of our Brigade.

This support comes in various forms : fund raising, catering, cleaning , transport and could also include radio work. We raise funds for
equipment on the fire trucks. This involves running 'Lucky door prizes' at the Cuckoo Restaurant during Christmas in July and also in
December and collecting at the gates of some gardens during the Open Garden season.

We cater for Regional Brigade meetings, Training days for Operational members and Community functions such as the Festival at The
Rhododendron Gardens. We also keep the kitchen stocked and the canteen on the Tanker ready at all times.

We keep the Brigade meeting room, kitchen and toilets clean and help at any gardening working bees. During the Black Saturday fires
we were involved with transporting our Operational members to and from the mustering point. There could be scope for anyone willing
to be trained to help with the radio work in the Watchroom. We are a happy group and would welcome anyone who has some spare
time to join us supporting our Brigade.

We meet the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm at the Fire Station. Enquiries Yo Heading on 9751 1639
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Join Community Firequard

CFA's Community Fireguard (CFG) is a fire safety education program that is free of charge. It teaches residents to plan for bushfire and
manage their own risk.

Community Fireguard helps community groups develop bushfire survival plans that suit their lifestyle, family, environment, values and
sense of wellbeing. This means your Bushfire Survival Plan will be based on who you are, where you live and what is most important to
you.

CFA facilitators support and deliver the Community Fireguard program in high-risk areas across Victoria. Facilitators help establish
groups and provide support, information and reading material.

Community Fireguard encourages residents to work together to improve bushfire safety. You are most likely to share the same bushfire
risk as people who live close to you. For this reason, Community Fireguard groups are usually made up of neighbours such as people
living in the same street. CFG is an initiative co-ordinated by the CFA locally managed out of Lilydale regional office.

The contact is Helen Waorsitzky and her contact number is 98739 1315 or visit http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/residents/programs

Fuel Reduction

The protection of your property can be greatly enhanced by the reduction or removal of fire hazards as follows:

Reduce ground fuel that will ignite easily such as grass, weed, bark, leaves and twigs on your property including road reserves;
Ensure all flammable materials, including firewood, are stored away from dwellings;

Keep spouting, roof areas and valleys clean and free of leaves and twigs;

Cover vents and areas under eaves with fine wire mesh to stop embers entering;

Keep your grass mown before and during the fire season.

You should always check current regulations with th e Shire of Yarra Ranges before you burn off

If you are unable to do this work yourself a list of Fire Hazard Clearance Contractors can be obtained from the Shire of Yarra Ranges
on 1300 368 333 or at http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

When Can | Burn Off Before Restrictions ?

Remember NO burning off on Sundays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays (until the CFA declared fire danger period comes into affect then NO
burning off at all without a permit).

NO burning off on a CFA declared Total Fire Ban Day
NO burning off on and EPA Smog Alert day

You can burn off on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays between 8am and 6pm until the declared fire danger period comes
into affect. For more information visit http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au and always check the current regulations before burning off.

Please Support Us

We need the support of our local community. You can help us by making a donations to the brigade.

Cheques made payable to:- Direct Debit To:- Visa Or MasterCard - at the station
Olinda Rural Fire Brigade Olinda Rural Fire Brigade
Po Box 111 Bendigo Bank Cash Or Cheque — at the station
OLINDA VIC 3788 BSB # 633 000
Account # 125898890 These can be dropped in the mail box at the station.

All donations over $2 are tax deductible — please s upply name and address for receipts.
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Important Websites

For regular updates visit us on the web www.olindacfa.info

CFA CFA Incidents
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/index.htm http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/incidents/incident_summary.htm

Shire of Yarra Ranges Fire Ready Victoria
http://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/ http://www.fireready.vic.gov.au/

Bureau of Meteorology Department of Sustainabilit ~ y and Environment (DSE)
http://www.bom.gov.au/weather/vic/ http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/index.htm

Important Contact Numbers - All Fire Calls 000

Police / Fire / Ambulance/ Vic SES 000

Olinda Rural Fire Brigade 9751 1273
CFA Region 13 8739 1300
Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667
Shire Of Yarra Ranges 1300 368 333
Electricity Faults 131799

Gas Faults 13 2771
Water Faults 13 WATER

Community Meetings — “Prepare, Act, Survive”

Please check the station notice board and our website for future community
meetings to be held in the area.

You can also find information in our local papers.

The brigade Open Day will be held at the station 547 Mount Dandenong Tourist
November 29" from 10am in conjunction with a jumble sale.

Further details will be advertised via the next newsletter.

Important Radio Stations

ABC 774 AM Radio

3MDR 97.1FM Radio We are proudly supported by Leafbusters.
Ember Protect NOW!!

3YVR 99.1FM Radio Call For A Free Quote on 1300 754 910
www.Leafbusters.com.au

If you would like this newsletter sent via email as well as other information please email the brigade at info@olindacfa.info




